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November 20, 2020 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Charles, 

 

I am honored to carry on Fr. Mark Joppa’s tradition of sending out an End of Year / Advent 

Letter.  We are sending it a little earlier this year, due to the strangeness of our times.  Among 

other things, I want to let you know of our current Mass schedule and our schedule for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas.   

 

On June 10, 2020, Archbishop Hebda named me as the Parochial Administrator of St. Charles.  

This is very similar to being the pastor, but not quite!  On June 10th he named Fr. Andrew Stueve 

as our Parochial Vicar.  This is very similar to being an associate, but not quite!  As I begin my 

first year at St. Charles, I enter my sixth year in Stillwater.  So, of course, the Valley is not new 

to me.  It has been a blessing to work with Fr. Stueve, Laura Kuschel, Claudia Baldwin and the 

rest of the St. Charles team as I come up to speed. 

 

With Fr. Stueve being our primary sacramental minister, our weekly schedule includes Tuesday 

Mass at Noon, and Lord’s Day Masses at 4:30 Saturday and 9:00 Sunday.  We also have the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation from 11:30 – Noon on Tuesday and 3:00 – 4:00 on Saturday.  

During Advent, these times are extended.  On Thanksgiving we will offer Holy Mass at 9:00 

AM.  On Christmas, your Mass options at St. Charles will be 4:30 Christmas Eve and 9:00 

Christmas Day. 

 

Whether it is the daily schedule or a special schedule, like Christmas, please consult the St. 

Charles website for the latest information.  It is being updated almost every day and you can 

always find a copy of the latest bulletin on our website (stcharlesbayport.com). 

 

Besides the hardworking staff members, like Laura and Claudia, I have learned that St. Charles is 

also blessed with many volunteers when it comes to running both the church and the cemetery.  

We are blessed with volunteers at Mass, where we continue to need ushers, lectors, and 

hospitality ministers; and this year we need sanitizers after each Mass as well.  At the cemetery, 

we have exciting plans as we hope to break ground on our expansion project next spring.  In the 

meantime, I am grateful for our cemetery volunteers.  If you are interested in helping out in any 

of these capacities, please contact the parish office.  We are grateful for your time and talent.      

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

God calls each of us to share our gifts of time, talent, and treasure.  As Fr. Joppa used to do, I 

am inviting you to support St. Charles this Christmas with a gift of $100.   Some of you will not 

be able to do that much, but some of you will be called to give more.  We are very grateful.  I 

know Fr. Joppa was proud of St. Charles because every time he asked for money, you 

responded!!  For this, again, know of our gratitude.  I am also grateful for your trust in our plans 

to manage your charitable parish gifts.    

 

We appreciate your help during these unprecedented times.  As you may know, our collections 

have taken a dip during the pandemic.  In addition to that, with the road construction finally 

finished, we will be paying around $50,000 over the next few years for the new water pipes and 

road assessment.   

 

God bless you and all those who continue to give so unselfishly and anonymously of their time, 

talent, and treasure.  Happy Thanksgiving and a Blessed Advent Season to you and yours. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Fr. Izen 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Charles, 

 

May God continue to bless you and your families!  I am blessed to have been assigned to St. 

Charles since June.  I am most pleased to be associated with this wonderful parish.  I continue to 

be honored to bring you sacraments, especially with the three public Masses each week.  In 

addition, I assist with various things in the parish office.  I continue to be pleased with the 

dedicated parish staff and variety of volunteers. 

 

I am in my eighth year of ordination.  Unlike Fr. Izen, I am new to the beautiful area of Bayport 

and Stillwater.  Previously I served at Holy Name of Jesus in Medina, St. Anne in Le Sueur, and 

simultaneously, St. Timothy (Maple Lake) and St. Ignatius (Annandale). 

 

I am looking forward to the coming Seasons of Advent and Christmas, as well as God’s 

blessings in the new year.  Please continue to pray for one another, as well as your parish.  Thank 

you to all who are able to make it to the three public Masses during the week.  Feel free to 

contact me for any needs. 

 

Have a blessed day! 

 

 

Fr. Andrew Stueve 

 
 


